
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to All Saints Odiham 

I welcome you to our worshipping community here at All Saints Odiham. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, 
gay, straight, very rich or dirt poor. We extend a special welcome to those 
who are crying babies, or noisy toddlers. 
 
We welcome you if you can sing like Pavarotti or like our priest, can't carry 
a note in a bucket. You're welcome here if you're "just browsing," just woke 
up or just got out of jail. We don't care if you're more Catholic than the 
Pope, haven't been in church since little Johnny’s Baptism, or are just here 
because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up 
yet and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome starving 
artists, the fat and the thin, latte-sippers, vegetarians and junk-food eaters. 
We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if 
you're having problems, if you're down in the dumps, or if you don't like 
"organised religion" – a great many of us have been there too. 
 
If you blew all your offering money at the bookies, you're welcome here. 
We offer a special welcome to those who work too hard, don't work, can't 
spell. We welcome those who have tattoos, piercings or both. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion 
shoved down their throats as a child or who got lost in traffic and wound up 
here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding 
hearts ... and you! 
 
You are welcomed in by grace, flowing from the amazing 
love that God and his Church already have in their hearts 
for you. 
 
With Love,  
Alison Brown,  
Parish Priest 



All Saints Church  

 
All Saints is an ancient church serving the whole of the modern 
community of the parish of Odiham and North Warnborough. 

 
For many people their first contact with All Saints is a when they step 

through the door of our magnificent, grade one listed church building - 
but All Saints church is so much more than a building; it is the home of 

a community that welcomes you warmly and invites you to explore 
and share in a life of faith. 

 
 

Our aim at All Saints is to  
"Glorify God and be a blessing to our Community" 

 
Our church is open all day for visitors, for private prayer and for 

anyone who would like sit and find a moment of calm. 
 
 

In this leaflet you will find details of our church services and many of 
the activities we run. 

You will find further information on our website at 
allsaintsodiham.org.uk. Our Parish News magazine also contains 

regular updates plus information on all kinds of local events.  
 

All Saints is part of a group of 12 churches known as the North 
Hampshire Downs Benefice and is situated in the Winchester Diocese. 

 

 
We are a Fairtrade Church 

http://allsaintsodiham.org.uk/


Church Services 

If you are new to the church we would love 
you to introduce yourself to the person who 
greets you at the door when you arrive - but 
if you prefer just to slip in quietly that is fine 
too. You will be handed a service sheet on 
arrival and hymn books are on the pews. 

 

Sunday Services 

 
Eight o`clock Communion. This peaceful service of Holy Communion 
takes place each Sunday, using the Book of Common Prayer. 
 
Sunday Morning Worship: 9.45am on the first Sunday of each month 
designed for young and old. 
 
Holy Communion: 9.45am on the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month, using the Book of Common Prayer. All confirmed Christians are 
invited to join in communion, including members of other 
denominations. Those who are not confirmed, including children, are 
invited to come to the altar rail to receive a blessing – keeping your 
head bowed and your hands on the altar rail will indicate that this is 
what you are seeking. 
If you are not mobile enough to come to the altar rail let someone 
know and communion will be brought to you. 
 
Matins: 9.45am on the third Sunday of the month, using the historic, 
1662 prayer book with our choir singing the psalms and responses. 
 
 



 
Informal Worship: 11 am every Sunday,  
Relaxed, contemporary worship, beginning 
with coffee at 11am. Time out of your busy 

schedule to get in touch with the really important things in life.  
Crèche provided.  

 
Choral evensong: is usually at 6.30 on the first Sunday of the month. A 
quiet, reflective, service with an atmosphere all of its own. 
 
Please note: sometimes the pattern of Sunday services varies to 
accommodate special events, so check the parish magazine, notice 
boards in church or our website for information. 
 

Midweek worship 

 Morning Prayer is said on Tuesdays at 9:00 am 
 1662 Holy Communion service on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 11am 
 

 
 

Accessibility and Facilities 

There is a wheelchair ramp, plus a handrail in the entrance porch. 
There is a hearing loop in the church and large print pew sheets are 
available on request.   
Please let us know if you need transport to get to church. 
 
Toilets and baby changing facilities are situated at the back of the 
church on the side furthest from the main entrance. 
 
 



 

Children 

 
Children are welcome at all our services 
and are an important and valued part of 
our church community.  
  
We have welcome packs available with 
colouring sheets and puzzles, and activity 
bags for toddlers.  Please ask at the back of 
church. 
 

There is a session for children in the belltower during our 11:15 service 
 
In any of our services, if parents would like to take their children to a 
quieter place for a while, then the Bell Tower can also accommodate 
them, and there are plenty of toys available. 
                     
We have lots of fun things for children at other times too. 
 
`All Saints After School': a service for children and their parents/carers 
with a story, craft activities and refreshments, is held at 3:15 pm every 
3rd Wednesday each month during term-time. 
 
There are also special services which are ideal for children, such as the 
Christmas crib service and the Christingle service.  All Saints also has 
links with local schools who use the building for school services 
 

 

 

 

 



Music at All Saints 

 
Music is an integral part of All Saints life. 
We have a large adult choir, membership 
of which provides a wonderful musical 
education for our choristers.  All our 
young choristers, and many of our older 
ones, study for RSCM music awards. 
 
 

Our Director of Music is Christopher Brayne, who 
joined us in 2014 having served the musical 
foundations of Kendal Parish Church, Christ Church, 
Charlotte USA, Bristol and Wells Cathedrals.  
 
 

 
Our strong emphasis on developing the musical talent of young people 
is  supported by the Odiham Choral Foundation, a registered charity 
which provides bursaries for young choristers to help with the costs of 
learning an instrument. 
 
 

The organ: in 2011, a two-manual, 23-stop pipe 
organ, designed and built by the organ builders 
Goetze and Gwynn was installed in memory of 
our former choir master Ian Ledsham. Funds for 
the project were raised locally. 
 
  
 
 



Prayer and Learning 

Prayer is powerful. Praying takes us beyond ourselves to a place 
where God can support us and lead us forward. When we 
come before God to and lay our priorities and requests before 
him, he responds in love.  

 
Prayers for individuals or special purposes.  If you would like prayers 
to be said for yourself or for someone you know, please write your 
request in the Prayers Book on the table near the refectory. 
 
 
 
 

Courses, Bible Study and Home Groups 

Faith is a journey and is something that develops over time. 
Both what we believe and the way we express our faith is 
shaped by who we are and by our own experiences - so it is 
important to have a place where we feel safe to think about 
what we believe and reflect on what this means to us. 
  

There are opportunities to learn about Christianity and what it means, 
here at All Saints. We run courses such as Alpha and Christianity 
Explored, which are designed for people wanting to find out what 
Christianity is and to reflect on whether it is for them. Bible study 
groups, Emmaus courses and Lent courses help expand our 
understanding. Home Groups, as the name suggests, are small groups 
that meet at home. They provide ongoing mutual support and a 
chance to talk in a more intimate setting than is possible in a large 
church service.  
We also have a church library which contains a varied choice. 



Pastoral care 

It is important for a church to be there both for the good 
times and the difficult times - so if you are unwell , if you 
have been bereaved and would like to talk to someone, if 
you are feeling alone or cannot get to church and would like 

someone to visit you, please contact Alison or our church office. 
 
 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

Losing someone close is never easy and the funeral 
service is a very important time, bringing family and 
friends together to support one another and share their 
grief and their memories. Everyone who lives in the 
parish is entitled to a burial service or to have their ashes 
buried by the parish priest, regardless of whether they 

attended church or not. Please talk to Alison Brown. 
 
All Souls Day Memorial Service. Every year, on the first Sunday in 
November, we hold a service to remember those close to us who have 
died. You may be recently bereaved or have lost someone important 
many years ago. During this very special service each person is 
remembered individually, by the reading out of names and the lighting 
of candles.  
 
Easter Lilies: at Easter time you can choose to purchase a lily in 
memory of a loved one. 

Remembrance Sunday our close proximity to RAF Odiham means the 
losses of conflicts past and present are particularly present here, and 
we hold our annual Remembrance Sunday in conjunction with RAF 
Odiham. 



Getting Involved 

Volunteering. It takes a lot of people to make a church work!  Flower 
arrangers, cleaners, refectory workers, magazine deliverers, baby 
group helpers, PCC members, fund raisers, fete organizers, dress 
agency assistants etc. etc. etc.  Offers of help are always appreciated. 
 
Support for Charities. Food is collected for the local food bank - please 
leave food donations in the box at the back of the church. 
Every year we also support a number of nominated charities and invite 
charity speakers to our services 
 
Mothers Union there is an active Mothers Union with members from 
across the benefice. 
 
 

Fun and Community 

Annual events and celebrations. Oh so many!  We 
organise the Fete, run a Church Open Day every 
November, celebrate harvest with the collection and 

distribution of food and a harvest supper, run coffee 
mornings and Advent and Lent lunches, arrange the annual 

Carols in the Bury, to name just a few of the many things that we do 
together with our local community. 
 

Bellringing. Our 6 bells ring out on Sundays and at other 
special events. We have a keen band of ringers who also 
enjoy a drink in the local pub after their Wednesday 
evening practice.  Please see separate leaflet if you would 
like to join them or learn to ring. 

 

http://pixabay.com/en/church-school-cartoon-metal-gold-32667/


Weddings 

A wedding is one of life’s great moments, a time of 
solemn commitment as well as good wishes, feasting 
and joy. St John tells us how Jesus shares in such an 
occasion at Cana, and gave there a sign of new 
beginnings as he turned water into wine. 
Marriage is intended by God to be a creative 
relationship, as his blessing enables husband and wife 

to love and support each other in good times and in bad, and to share 
in the care and upbringing of children.  For Christians, marriage is also 
an invitation to share life together in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  It is 
based upon a solemn, public and life-long covenant between a man 
and a woman, declared and celebrated in the presence of god and 
before witnesses. 
 
You are welcome to marry at All Saints, provided you live in the parish, 
are on the electoral roll of the church, or have a family connection 
here.   Help to plan your church wedding can be found at 
www.yourchurchwedding.org.  For more details and to book a date 
contact the church office. 
 

Baptisms 

Baptism is a birth into the Christian community and is the 
first and most important step you will take in the life of 
faith of your child.  It means that you are consciously 
putting your child into the hands of Jesus Christ. At All 
Saints we want to help you plan and prepare for this 
important and special event in the best possible way.  

Contact our Priest, Alison Brown, for more information. 
Photo courtesy Andrew Walmsley 

http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/
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For all general enquires contact the church office: 

 Tel: 01256 703395, 
 Email: admin@allsaintsodiham.org.uk 

Website: www.allsaintsodiham.org.uk 
All Saints Church, The Bury, Odiham, Hook, Hampshire, RG29 1LZ 

Our Administrator is Mrs Sian Taylor 
 

The Church Office is situated at the back of the church on the side 
furthest from the entrance and is open from 10:00 to 11:45 on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in term time and on Mondays and 
Fridays in the school holidays. Messages can be left at any time. 

Email is the best way to contact Sian. 
 
 

If you wish to speak to our Priest contact: 
Alison Brown Tel: 01256 703220 (but please respect her day off, 

which is Friday). 
Email: alison@allsaintsodiham.org.uk 

Address: The Vicarage, The Bury, Odiham, Hampshire, RG29 1ND 
 
 

If you would like regular updates about events at All Saints please 
email Sian in the office and ask her to add you to our email list. 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@allsaintsodiham.org.uk
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